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INTERNESHIPS AND RESIDENCIES IN NEW YORK CITY-1934-
1937. Their Place in Medical Education. A Report by the New
York Committee on the Study of Hiospital Interneships and Resi-
dencies. TheCommonwealth Fund,OxfordUniversityPress,1938.
This is an important and useful contribution. Important because the
hospitals of New York City offer more than one-sixth of all interneships and
residencies in the entire country, and useful to all those who are interested
in this branch of medical education. Not only is here to be found an analysis
of the various types of services offered by the different hospitals in New York
City, but the importance of these services to the later practice of the physician
is critically discussed. Among the interesting contents, beside the resources
for interne and group education, may be found the history of interneships and
residencies, the relation of interne and graduate education to practice, the
preparation and training of the interne, the organization of the interneship
program, and capacity of the hospital in relation to the quality of the interne-
ship. It is interesting for us to note that among the individual medical col-
leges outside the city having the largest representation the Yale University
School of Medicine is among seven institutions in this group. In this extra-
urban group 103 institutions were represented. When we consider the great
importance of this form of medical education it appears remarkable that so little
actual data have been available until the present. This volume, therefore,
is a signal contribution and should stimulate other studies in this field.
HERBERT THOMS.
BIOLOGY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS. By C. C. Hentschel and
W. R. Ivimey Cook, with a Foreword by G. E. Gask. Longmans,
Green & Company, London, 1937. x + 664 pp. $7.50.
This is a second edition of a book apparently first published in 1934 as a
compendium of information covering the ground called for by the syllabus
for the first M.B. examination required by the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge. To this end, the first thirteen chapters are devoted to a presenta-
tion of the structure of typical living animals, ranging through the phylo-
genetic scale from amoeba to rabbit. This occupies the first half of the book
and is really nothing more than an amplified dictionary. Heaven help the
poor student who is forced to memorize this deadly dull list of names. Many
illustrations occur-the borrowed ones good, the original ones poor.
The last fifteen chapters are aimed to provide a similar encyclopedia of
plant morphology with so little physiology as to be negligible. Chapters on
bacteria and some of the parasites of man provide the student with a further
stultifying list of names. The final chapter on evolution and heredity is so
brief as to be of very doubtful significance. In other words, this book is an
outline for an encyclopedia and, as such, is quite inadequate as a source of real594 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
information, for, like all outlines, it offers the deadliest of reading. It is hard
to believe that anywhere in the civilized world the beginning student of
biology is forced to absorb such an undigested mass of material.
H. S. BURR.
ASCARIS, THE BIOLOGIST'S STORY OF LIFE. By Richard Gold-
schmidt. Prentice-Hall, New York, 1937. ix + 390 pp. $3.25.
This is an extraordinary book-one which should be read by every stu-
dent of biology whether young or old, trained or untrained. One of the
world's most distinguished geneticists has taken time from his research to
write one of the most entertaining presentations of the living organism that is
likely to be found in many a long journey.
Choosing as his model the somewhat unlovely parasite, Ascaris, this world-
famous biologist presents a beautifully readable story of how any animal
lives. One reads with fascination how animals adjust to their environment,
maintain their integrity, grow and develop, and reproduce their kind. Partic-
ularly valuable are the chapters which deal with inheritance. In fact, the
chapters on heredity are probably the best presentation of authoritative infor-
mation on the mechanism of heredity to be found anywhere outside of
the technical literature. The whole book is so good that it should be
required reading, for it will let everyone in on the secrets of his own life story.
-H. S. BURR.
THE BIOLOGY OF PNEUMOCOCCUS. By Benjamin White, with
the collaboration of Elliott S. Robinson and Laverne A. Barnes.
The Commonwealth Fund, New York. Pp. xvii + 799. $4.50.
With mention of authorship and sponsorship, supplemented by the sub-
title of the book itself, "The Bacteriological, Biochemical, and Immunological
Characters and Activities of Diplococcus pneumoniae," there is little more
that can be said. To add that something over 600 of the pages are devoted
to a critical review of all published material, wherein the accumulated observa-
tions on all phases of the pneumococcus are evaluated with judgment upon
the basis of long experience with this organism; that an additional 40 pages
present a discussion of pertinent technics; and that a final 100 pages of text
serve to list (with title) 1593 references to work dealing with the pneumo-
coccus sufficiently describes the scope of the text.
To the late Doctor White and to his collaborators must be accorded
recognition for having done for the pneumococcus what the increasing com-
plexity of bacteriological and immunological science is making imperative
for many of the organisms now assigned a role in infectious disease. This
text may well serve as an example. GEO. H. SMITH.